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his peers, earning the American Spirit 
Honor Medal during training. 

Although his duty to the Marines 
ended in 1955, his desire to serve did 
not. He remained in the Reserves for 
the next decade, and then volunteered 
for service in Vietnam. 

There, he cemented his reputation as 
an American hero, earning the Bronze 
Star, the Vietnamese Cross of Gal-
lantry, and two Purple Hearts. 

John’s service in the Reserves lasted 
long into his political career. He didn’t 
retire until 1990, at which time he was 
awarded the Navy Distinguished Serv-
ice Medal. But when he returned from 
Vietnam, he decided that serving the 
people of the State of Pennsylvania 
was another way to give back to his 
country. 

He came to Congress roughly a year 
before I did, the first Democrat to hold 
that seat since World War II. As long 
as I have been here, it seems like John 
has been as much of a fixture in the 
House Chamber as the desks them-
selves. 

John being a marine, it is probably 
not surprising that he never stopped 
fighting to give our troops in the field 
the resources they needed to do their 
jobs. He became the chairman of the 
Defense Appropriations Subcommittee, 
and was a reliable advocate for our 
military—and for the people of his dis-
trict. 

His deep passion for our military and 
his commitment to making sure they 
had the resources they need reached as 
far as Connecticut, where we make the 
finest submarines and aircraft in the 
world. He knew that the products we 
make there are critical to the success 
of our military, and he was always 
there alongside me, standing up for our 
defense workforce and the fine prod-
ucts they make. 

Many of us will remember with great 
admiration the courage John showed 
when he came to the floor in November 
2005 to call for an end to a war he had 
supported. Colleagues on both sides 
knew that John Murtha would never 
make a statement like that lightly, 
and his bold stance played a large role 
in bringing towards an end that mis-
guided war. 

Of course, most Americans never got 
to know John Murtha’s soft side. But 
his beloved wife Joyce—they were mar-
ried for 55 years—and his three wonder-
ful children knew him as his colleagues 
did: as a funny, warm man who loved 
his job, loved his constituents, and 
loved his country. 

A colleague of his, Congressman BOB 
BRADY, said, ‘‘There will never be an-
other Jack Murtha.’’ And he is right. 
But we can all carry on his work, im-
pressed by his long record of service 
and inspired by his deep patriotism and 
commitment. 

I was proud to know John Murtha, 
and we were all lucky to have him. 
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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS ZACHARY LOVEJOY 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. 
President, in the almost 9 years our 

Nation has been at war in Afghanistan, 
thousands of men and women have vol-
unteered for service in defense of our 
country and the freedoms we hold so 
dear. These brave men and women sac-
rifice time with their families, with 
their wives and husbands and children 
and friends. They put their own safety 
on the line to protect the safety of oth-
ers—to protect the safety of all who 
call the United States home. Trag-
ically, some of these men and women 
make the ultimate—sacrifice giving 
their lives for a country and a people 
they love. 

PFC Zachary Lovejoy was one of 
those brave soldiers. He was 20 years 
old when he died February 2, while 
serving in Zabul Province. His vehicle 
was struck by a roadside bomb. Private 
First Class Lovejoy spent the last day 
of his life doing what he loved. While 
his life may have ended too soon, his 
legacy will live on though the people 
who loved him, and through all of us 
who owe him our own lives and safety 
and freedom. 

That is why today, I honor Zachary 
Lovejoy by telling the people of Amer-
ica about a young man who—from 
early in life—loved his country and 
dreamed of being a soldier. 

Private First Class Lovejoy was born 
in Indiana but moved to my home 
State of New Mexico when he was 
three. He grew up in Albuquerque, the 
beloved son of Terry and Mike Lovejoy, 
and brother to Ashley. He was an ac-
tive teen who loved football and wres-
tling and camping and skiing. He was 
an enthusiastic member of his school’s 
ROTC program. Private First Class 
Lovejoy was a happy-go-lucky kind of 
guy, whose fun-loving attitude and zest 
for life was contagious, according to 
his family. 

Even before he graduated from La 
Cueva High School, Private First Class 
Lovejoy knew what he wanted to do 
with his life. He enlisted in the Army 
during his senior year in high school 
and began basic training in August 
2008. Private First Class Lovejoy was 
assigned to the 1st Battalion, 508th 
Parachute Infantry Regiment, 4th Bri-
gade Combat Team, 82nd Airborne Di-
vision at Fort Bragg, NC. He received 
his first deployment to Afghanistan in 
August 2009. 

Private First Class Lovejoy’s dedica-
tion to our country and its ideals made 
his family, his community, and every-
one who knew him proud. Upon hearing 
of his death, the people of New Mex-
ico—especially those who knew 
Lovejoy from high school—were 
shocked and saddened. They turned out 
in droves to leave messages for his fam-
ily in a special memory book. And it is 
those messages that offer an intimate 
view of the legacy Private First Class 
Lovejoy leaves behind. 

‘‘You had such a big and amazing 
heart,’’ one person wrote. 

‘‘You put an incredible amount of liv-
ing in your all too short life,’’ said an-
other. 

‘‘It is an honor to have been a part of 
a true hero’s life,’’ wrote a third. 

But there was one message that I be-
lieve sums up Private First Class 
Lovejoy’s life best: ‘‘Your last name 
described you so perfectly. You loved 
all your friends deeply, and spread joy 
around every place you went.’’ 

To Private First Class Lovejoy’s par-
ents and sister and grandparents and 
fiancée Kaitlin, I offer my deepest sym-
pathies for your loss, and my deepest 
thanks for your loved one’s service to 
our country. You are forever in our 
hearts, and we are forever in your debt. 
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49TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
PEACE CORPS 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today I 
rise to celebrate service—specifically 
the dedication of Americans volun-
teering in the Peace Corps, which this 
week marks its 49th year of connecting 
committed volunteers with meaningful 
work around the globe. 

There are a lot of ways to give of our-
selves. We donate food. We donate 
money. We donate time. But the Peace 
Corps takes community service—global 
service, really to another level, with 
volunteers committing 27 months to 
improve the quality of life in devel-
oping countries. 

Some projects focus on agriculture; 
others business. Some improve health, 
while others emphasize education or 
the environment, but all programs 
build a unique international relation-
ship with a spirit of volunteer service 
at its core. 

As Chairman of the U.S. Helsinki 
Commission, I recently saw one pro-
gram up close during a congressional 
delegation I led to Morocco, which is 
an active Mediterranean partner coun-
try in the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe. 

Meetings with local government offi-
cials there were informative. And the 
briefings from the embassy staff were 
important. But the time we spent with 
a Peace Corps volunteer in rural 
Aitourir was nothing short of inspir-
ing. 

The Youth Development Program 
there run by Peace Corps volunteer 
Kate Tsunoda, with help from local 
community volunteers, is giving chil-
dren from kindergarten through high 
school critical education, language, 
and art skills. 

Inside a small community center, 
below a library still in need of diction-
aries and elementary schoolbooks, we 
sat down with a group of young men, 
some in college, some recently grad-
uated. In a part of the world where un-
employment tops 15 percent, these are 
the people one may see as most suscep-
tible to recruitment by extremists, but 
not these men. They spoke of dreams 
that included higher education, better 
jobs, and a transforming of their local 
towns. 

These men credit the Peace Corps 
program for empowering them and 
building their language skills. I credit 
the Peace Corps for something even 
greater—forging international under-
standing, something the Peace Corps 
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